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Land rights are foundational to achieving a world 
with resilient and sustainable food systems, 
reduced net emissions and increased environmental 
conservation and restoration, free of poverty and 
systemic gender discrimination. In short, securing 
land rights are essential to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

To achieve the SDGs targets, we need to look at 
the change from the eyes and vision of citizens and 
from those who will be leading the communities 
and our world in 2030: the youth.

Aiming at widening spaces for young people’s 
voices and redistributing power within and beyond 
the network,the ILC Fellowship consisted in a one-
year programme for young activists and change-
makers who are making the difference within 
peoples’ organisations in the ILC network and in 
the land rights space. This dynamic programme 
connected youth from all over the world and 
equipped them with tools to leadership skills and 
bring about change to achieve land governance 
and, consequently, the SDGs.

THE 2021/2022 
ILC FUTURE LEADERS FELLOWSHIP

How?

MEET OUR 2021/2022 
ILC ASIA FELLOWS!

Antariksh Venkataramanan 
India

Youth Coordinator
Swadhina 

Josua Situmorang
Indonesia 

Policy Advocacy and Network Development
KPA

“My dream is to create and support a 
global platform for sharing ideas and 
promoting land rights advocacy with 
various young leaders around the 
world”.

“I dream of a change of land ownership 
and the equality of land rights for 
Indonesian people, especially for 
peasant or small-scale farmers, 
Indigenous Peoples, fisherfolks, and 
other vulnerable groups of people”.

“I am a microbiologist by training and currently 
doing my master’s studies, while as a hobby I love 
photography, travelling and food”.

With the programme, Antariksh hoped to connect 
with his fellow activists from different countries 
and learn about their struggles in achieving and 
advocating for land rights. He wished to understand 
the different perspectives pertaining to securing 
rights of various indigenous groups and women.

“As a hobby, I like watching movies, travelling and 

playing football”.

He wished for the programme to help him become 

a future leader in the organisation and identify what 

my strengths, weaknesses and most important 

values are. As part of a global network, he was also 

hoping to share and learn from success stories 

and effective strategies from other youth leaders. 

Finally, the fellowship presented an opportunity to 

create and sustain youth networks.
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The Fellowship programme provided the basics 
on People and Planet Centred Land Governance 
and how this concept contributes to the SDGs, 
the principles of collective leadership and a set of 
improved skills on gender justice, communications, 
and policy advocacy to help them design fresh 
and effective solutions. The Coaching Supervision 
Academy (CSA) was a technical partner to the 
programme, which offered fellows the opportunity 
of putting their skills and competencies into practice 
to design and implement tailored action plans, and 
to co-organise ILC’s global event: the 2022 Global 
Land Forum Youth, held in Jordan in May 2022 . 
The ultimate aim of the programme was to create a 
global community of support and peer learning with 
possibilities for future joint work. 

The 2021/2022 ILC Future Leaders accessed seed 
funding, to implement their individual action 
plans, and to carry out personal/professional 
growth activities according to criteria defined 

by ILC with fellows. Throughout the programme, 
fellows also accessed a wide range of non-financial 
resources such as individual and group session 
with mentors from ILC and CSA, learning resources 

and international events, all of which aligned with  
ILC’s experience in capacity development and the 
diversity of its members.



Krishna Khisa
Bangladesh 

Community Facilitator 
Kapaeeng Foundation 

Rudolf Tiad
Philippines

Area Coordinator
CARRD 

Mohsin Khan
 India

Youth Activities Director Ekta
Foundation Trust

Siti Marfu’ah
Indonesia

Campaign Staff
RMI 

“I also hope our government will resolve land  

disputes in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) which 

were illegally occupied by the state and non-state 

actors. Apart from Kapaeeng Foundation, I am 

engaged with Bangladesh Indigenous Women 

Network (BIWN). This organisation works and 

advocates for the rights of indigenous women in 

Bangladesh. My involvement gives me opportunities 

to learn more about the vulnerabilities of indigenous 

women.”

Through this fellowship, she hoped to learn about 

different mechanisms related to land rights of 

indigenous peoples which would help them in 

advocating about their rights. Moreover, she 

approached different strategies through experiences 

shared among the fellows, which ultimately enriched 

her knowledge to deal with different kinds of land 

issues.

“I’m motivated by my experiences growing up in 

a family of farmers. As a hobby, I love hiking and 

mountain climbing”.

He saw the fellowship programme as an 

opportunity for him to improve his skills and 

capacity as a development worker, that is to deepen 

his understanding of the problems of the rural 

youth. This would have helped his organisation 

in developing better and more appropriate 

interventions with rural youth in his country.

“Bridging the gap between urban and rural India 

through youth participation and leadership. A 

community that believes in coexistence and does 

not harm the environment for its greed. As a hobby, 

I like travelling, meeting new people, exploring food, 

watching movies, and listening to music”.

Mohsin hoped for this program to help him connect 

with a global network of young land rights activists, 

so that he could understand land rights through 

their perspective, experience and community. He 

also wished for the Fellowship to help him to explore 

himself and work on it to become better.

“This is possible through urban-rural youth 

cooperation, both in villages and cities. 

Strengthening solidarity between rural-urban youth 

would transform the distribution chain so that the 

prices obtained by farmers are fairer, in addition 

to making it easier for farmers to access markets. 

My interests are in youth and development issues 

and creating links among these issues for people to 

see bigger issues beyond themselves and maximise 

impact”.

She believed this program would increase the 

capacity she needed, related to knowledge of 

sustainable network management and organisation, 

skills in negotiating, influencing others, campaigning 

on issues, and marketing products.

“Ensuring the Indigenous Peoples’ 
customary land rights in Bangladesh 
is one of my desires as a youth leader 
working for land rights.”

“My dream as a young leader is of a non-
violent society. A society where young 
people have access, freedom, justice 
and land rights to lead a peaceful life”.

“My dream is to be able to influence my 
fellow youth in participating in agrarian 
reform advocacy as well as leadership 
in farmers’ cooperatives through 
capacitating them on basic agrarian 
reform policies and procedures and 
cooperative leadership”.

“I dream of a more just and equitable 
food system, from farming communities 
to consumers”.
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BLOCK 1 & 2 
GETTING THE ESSENTIALS &
BUILDING YOUR SKILLS 

The two sessions focused on the centrality of land in achieving the SDGs 

2030 Agenda, and the role it plays in people-centred land governance. The 

first session identified the specific land targets of the SDGs, and why they 

matter. The second session discussed the role of SDG land targets as an 

accountability tool to track progress, monitor and report in order to promote 

people-centred land governance.

This session introduced the concept of inequality, how it manifests itself and 

how it connects to other forms of inequality and global crises. It evidenced 

the current state of land inequality in the world and in the lives of young 

people and ways to address it at local and national levels. 

This part of the programme looked at the importance of recognising land 

tenure as a human right, addressing its impact on and/or its relationship with 

other social, economical and cultural rights.

SDGs and Land Rights I and II: 
General Overview + SDGs as Accountability 
and Advocacy Tools

Land and Inequality

Land as a Human Right

This session discussed the situation and implications of women’s land rights, 

their role in the implementation of the Generation Equality Action Plans, 

Process, and the power of advocacy to keep them in the development agenda. 

This session focused on the relationship between land rights and sustainable 

food systems, including the discussions around the UN Food Systems Summit 

and the centrality of secure land rights in building sustainable food systems.

Fellows learned the importance of land to the ecosystem, including the dis-

cussions around the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, and reflected 

on the significance of securing land tenure rights of local communities and 

indigenous peoples —indissoluble part of ecosystems they live in—for pre-

venting, halting and reversing degradation. 

This session revolved around the concept of securing land tenure rights —

especially collectively-held land and territories—for women, men, indigenous 

peoples and communities, to adapt to and mitigate the impact of the climate 

emergency and overcome a situation of vulnerability. 

This webinar discussed the situation of land and environmental 

defenders: the contexts in which they operate, the global and local 

factors that intensify their struggles, strategies and opportunities. 

Women’s Land Rights

Land and Local Food Systems

Land and Ecosystem Restoration

Land and Climate Crisis

Land and Environmental Land Defenders
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These modules were accompanied by sessions on self and collaborative leadership, gender 

justice, data and communications.

From July to December 2021, fellows participated in a series of training 
sessions, which aimed at equipping them with the essential concepts and tools 
to both develop their action plans and consolidate their role as young land 
activists. The training sessions not only engaged mentors from ILC, but also 
experts from the wider ILC network and international community working on 
land, climate and human rights. The modules included, 



BLOCK 3
IMPLEMENTING 
THE FELLOWS’ ACTION PLANS 

Antariksh Venkataramanan | Swadhina, India

Ek Saksham Kal “An Empowered 
Tomorrow”: Advocating Empowerment 
of Women for a Better Tomorrow

Antariksh’s action plan aimed at establishing 

Women’s Resource Centres, managed by local 

volunteers, providing women and youth resources 

to access the government’s online land schemes. 

Volunteers of the Women’s Resource Centres 

developed simple instructions, manual booklets, 

flex banners and formats providing an overview of 

the various laws regarding legal documents and land 

registration schemes. The info-graphic guidelines 

offered an intuitive explanation of the schemes, and 

rules pertaining land ownership and land usage in 

the local language. 

This action plan attempted to tackle three main 

issues in India. Firstly, the lack of sustainable 

income from land due to insufficient knowledge 

Throughout the training period, ILC Asia 
Youth Fellows began the drafting and 
consolidation process of the six action 
plans, along with the rest of participants 
of the ILC Future Leaders Programme. 

The ideation of the project was in the hands 
of the Fellows and their organisations, 
while the finalisation of the proposal was 
additionally supported by the ILC. 

Starting from January 2022, the six ideas 
presented in the plans began to be 
translated into concrete actions in the 

on land use and land ownership. Secondly, the 

complexity behind laws and processes concerning 

land registration, which, in most cases, are not 

written in languages spoken by the local people. 

This often generates challenges for local farmers 

to understand their rights on land and land usage. 

Thirdly, the action plan focused on womens’ land 

rights in India. In fact, while women form the major 

part of the country’s agricultural workforce, their 

contribution is neither recognised nor appreciated. 

They rarely have control over agricultural income. 

Difficulties accessing government schemes on 

land laws following lack of information, language 

barriers and lack of digital knowledge aggravates 

this discrimination. 

relevant Asian countries and communities.   
Several individual and group sessions 
with a team of mentors from ILC and CSA 
– where the youth could exchange and 
plan their activities – accompanied the 
implementation period. The execution of 
the action plans ended in May 2022, just 
prior to the fellows’ participation in the 
Global Land Forum Youth (GLFY). 

ILC Asia Youth Fellowship Report 2021-2022 ILC Asia Youth Fellowship Report 2021-20228 9



Josua Situmorang | KPA, Indonesia 

Let’s Get Connected

Josua’s action plan aimed at addressing the rural-

urban migration of young people in Indonesia, 

which – following the appearance of several agrarian 

issues – became a popular phenomenon in the 

country. Push factors of migration include inequality 

of land ownership, agrarian conflicts, ecological 

depletion, the conversion of agricultural lands to 

non-agricultural ones, and oppressive agrarian 

structures. The rural youth, who seek better job 

opportunities in urban areas, deeply affect the land 

use arrangement of their home village. Indeed, the 

decreasing number of farmers compromises and 

diminishes agricultural production.

This action plan supported women in accessing 

government schemes, especially those related to 

agricultural benefits which they cannot access due 

to the aforementioned obstacles. In doing this, 

the plan not only endorsed their rightful status of 

earning livelihood from land, but it also allowed 

them to gain direct control over different land-based 

activities. Overall, it served to increase the focus on 

the importance of women as equal beneficiaries of 

land. 

The action plan successfully facilitated 1160 

applications of e-shram cards for agricultural 

labourers. 150 applications for Housing ownership 

schemes, Old age Pensions and Widow pensions 

have been facilitated. It has also helped 10 families 

apply for a waiver to loans given to farmers under 

Kishan (Farmer) Credit Cards.

Antariksh shared the story of one of the women 

whom he supported with this initiative, saying 

that “Menoka Mahato a 32 year old widow from 

Hurumbil village had suddenly lost her husband. 

She was in deep distress after the sudden accidental 

death of her husband three years ago. She has two 

sons – 10 year and 6 year old. She was encouraged 

to apply for Widows pension which is now approved. 

Now she gets a monthly pension of Rs.1000/-. She 

has used this money to ensure farming in her plot 

of land and has been able to continue education for 

her children”.

The objective of the action plan was to increase 

youth awareness of the significant role of farmers, 

their struggles in defending land rights and in 

promoting land reforms. The implementation phase 

of the action plan began in November 2021, and it 

consisted in a series of training initiatives, farming 

activities, community discussions and village-level 

meetings. 

According to Josua, one of the most important 

lessons learned was developing an action plan that 

took into account gender balance. He claimed, “The 

willingness of the female participants taking part in 

this program was unbelievably great [...]. The spirit 

of gender balance is essential for my organisation. 

We’ve encouraged female participants to be involved 

in this program”.
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Krishna Khisa | Kapaeeng Foundation, Bangladesh

Strengthening the capacity of indigenous 
community and youth on climate change 

Mohsin Khan | Ekta Foundation Trust, India

BHUMI - The Storytelling Project

Krishna’s action plan targeted the indigenous 

peoples living in Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 

of Bangladesh – one of the most vulnerable 

populations in Bangladesh, who has already started 

facing the worst effects of climate change. Although 

the surrounding rivers, streams and wells are drying 

up, causing an acute drinking water crisis, the CHT 

indigenous peoples have very limited knowledge 

of the reasons for this problem. Representing a 

concrete climate change action, this plan aimed at 

raising indigenous community and youth awareness 

on the climate change factors that are contributing 

to the worsening conditions of their livelihoods. 

In doing so, the action plan consisted of two main 

components. First, a training program on the 

promotion of the land rights of indigenous peoples, 

indigenous knowledge of water, land and forest 

conservation, associated with climate change, was 

created to increase the community’s knowledge. 

Second, a human chain/mass gathering with 

community people and youth, CSO representatives, 

environmental activists and so on for the protection 

of the environment was organised to enhance 

indigenous peoples’ capacity to advocate for their 

future and rights. 

In relation to the learning points of her experience 

as a fellow, Krishna mentioned, “It has helped me to 

enhance my coordination and communication skills 

and learn from other youth leaders working around 

the world. Through the implementation of the first 

activity of my project, I have learned the importance 

of mobilising youths and other stakeholders to 

generate an impact”.
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Mohsin’s action plan addressed a popular trend in 

India, which sees the younger generation migrating 

from rural areas, and sometimes even selling their 

land to move to cities and often settle for precarious 

job opportunities. Often, youth do not value land 

because they are not fully aware of the struggle 

their elders went through to make them landowners 

and live a dignified life. They also do not have much 

knowledge about the history of their own community 

and tribe, which amplifies the detachment from it 

and the desire to look for a different life.

Mohsin decided to document the stories of the 

community and how it organised together to fight 

for the right to land by following a non-violent 

path. The stories were documented in multiple 

languages to be published in a book and used for 

storytelling and other creative ways to be spread 

to the masses. Through a real team effort, Moshin 

and his organisation hosted “The Go Rurban Camp” 

in Sheopur, Madhya Pradesh, a one-week event 

involving youth from rural and urban areas to learn 

about the history of the Sahariya tribe and their 

struggle for land. With the belief that replication and 

amplification of genuine practices drive change, the 

materials produced in this process were then shared 

in the Global Land Forum Youth.



Rudolf Tiad | CARRD, Philippines

Capacitating and mobilizing youth 
leaders to promote tenure security and 
participation in social groups among 
younger members of agrarian reform 
households in Panay Island, Philippines

Rudolf’s action plan was developed to respond to a 

lack of active and significant youth engagement in 

land governance and management in the Philippines. 

A survey conducted by CARRD in 2019 – whose 

respondents were 544 farmers – evidenced that 

more than 60% of the targeted participants aged 

50 and above. Despite their advanced age, 76% of 

farmers had, on average, three or more children or 

dependents, and half of them reported themselves 

as the sole breadwinners in their households. 

Young members of these farming households have 

limited direct participation in supporting their 

parents in the negotiations with the government’s 

Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) 

implementing agencies – part of a key national 

land redistribution program. Moreover, they are 

less involved in initiatives at the community level, 

including participation in cooperatives, on which 

their parents often rely for support. 

The overall aim of this action plan was to build 

capacity and enhance participation of youth leaders 

from three different communities that had access 

to CARP. Through a structured training program 

divided into three sessions, young people gained 

instruments to facilitate discussions on agrarian 

justice and cooperative development, as well as the 

tools to access agrarian reform. 

Siti Marfu’ah | RMI, Indonesia 

Indigenous Youth:
Our Food, Forests, and Customs 

Sifu’s action plan revolved around the divulgation 

of the significance of indigenous peoples’ food 

systems in Indonesia, and the crucial need for 

the knowledge and culture related to local food 

production to be preserved. The plan included the 

creation of an interactive module on “Indigenous 

Youth: Our Food, Forests and Customs”. The module 

successfully introduced indigenous youth to their 
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According to Rudolf, this action plan “could help our 

youth in realising their important roles in promoting 

tenure security on behalf of their parents”. He 

claimed, “The most important thing I have learned 

so far is that it is very crucial to build a strong 

relationship among the community people and the 

government to have a broader impact. Moreover, 

inclusion of CSOs and environment activists is 

also important […]. This fellowship has contributed 

to a personal and professional change.  Having 

interacted with fellows as well as learning from their 

experiences increased my self-confidence.  The 

fellowship has also taught me to maximise time 

considering that this is also an additional function 

tasked to me”.

customary forests, food culture, and the history of 

community food, learning about the contribution of 

the previous generations. The module comprised 

written and audio-visual materials and attempted 

to counter the significant monopoly of food culture 

and governance in many indigenous communities in 

Indonesia. 



BLOCK 4 
GLOBAL LAND FORUM YOUTH 
AND THE AJLOUN YOUTH 
DECLARATION
The GLFY was a crucial component of the 2021/2022 ILC Future Leaders Programme. 
This global event, that took place in the Ajloun Forest Reserve From May 21 until May 
23, 2022, brought together young people from all around the world to Jordan to present 
their vision on the future to the wider land community. Along with the six fellows from 
Asia, ILC selected five additional young representatives from the region and from the 
ILC network to participate in the event. They are,

Alina works with young people and women from local communities in rural Kyrgyzstan 

on the issue of ecosystem restoration and natural resource management.

Melissa is a young woman activist working on PAKISAMA’s Youth Farmers Programme, 

which aims at empowering the rural youth by securing land rights and accessing full 

value chain support services.

Binod works with the communities of andless and informal settlers who fight for 

claiming their rights in Nepal.

Sotheara is an indigenous rights activist with over 10 years experience working with 

indigenous youth across Cambodia.

Ulukbek works with specific groups from remote corners of Kyrgyzstan, mainly with 

communities that use wild forest resources.

Alina Zhenishbekova | RDF, Kyrgyzstan 

Melissa Alamo | PAKISAMA, Philippines  

Binod Gautam | CSRC, Nepal

Sotheara Pharn | CIPA, Cambodia 

Ulukbek Abdykadyrov | KAFLU, Kyrgyzstan 

Indeed, space for indigenous youth in taking part in 

decisions at the community level is still very limited. 

The younger generation is marginalised, due to their 

age and their deemed lack of expertise. This trend 

has several negative impacts on the preservation of 

knowledge and traditional wisdom. This is because 

as the current generation of farmers grows older, 

the regeneration of local wisdom regarding climate-

resilient food systems along with the regeneration 

of farmers is threatened because the young people 

have lost their interest in working in the fields. 

Pictures from premodule indigenous youth: our food, forest, and customs.
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Sifu affirmed that as a result of the Indigenous Youth: 

Food, Forest and Our Customs training, “participants 

were able to identify more than 130 types of food 

plants, how to process them, and their benefits. 

These included plants that they still consume, those 

that are rarely consumed, those that grow wild or 

are cultivated”. 

https://www.globallandforum.org/youth/
https://www.globallandforum.org/youth/
https://www.globallandforum.org/youth/


Regional preparatory works to the GLFY began in June 2021 and persisted until the event. In fact, on a 

trimestral basis ILC Asia and ILC Global held a series of preparatory meetings to establish a participatory 

planning of the conference, that involved youth voices and preferences for the event.

GLFY discussions revolved around two main pillars:

The Ajloun Declaration
During the course of the GLFY, participants deliberated and produced the ILC Youth Declaration, which 

will guide ILC’s future engagement and actions concerning young people’s access to land. This declaration 

represents the basis for the establishment of an ILC youth movement, which will broaden the scope of ILC’s 

work on youth. The event offered young people the opportunity to also attend the Global Land Forum (GLF), 

where the ILC Youth Declaration was presented to the wider participants of the GLF. The ILC Youth Declaration 

wants to tackle the key problems that young people face in accessing and controlling land. These are, 

The climate crisis, which deprives the ability of young people to 

access, manage and own land, by increasing their uncertainty 

and vulnerability;

Poor land governance, accompanied by corruption, and lack of 

legal and policy frameworks, contributes to the marginalisation 

of young people in political spaces; 

Violent conflict affecting rural areas and vulnerable groups, 

which includes socio-cultural violence, forced displacement 

for indigenous communities for the exploitation of natural 

resources, structural discrimination and persecution of land and 

environmenal defenders;

Inequality and injustice which do not allow young people to 

access education, natural and financial resources; 

Against these issues, the ILC Youth Declaration represents a common demand for an inclusive and just 

treatment, that allows young people from all over the world to actively participate in the land policy discourse. 

This implies the need for equal access to education, and the effective enforcement of laws and policies that 

protect the role and future of the youth. The ILC Youth Declaration sustains accountability and transparency 

of environmental policies, and looks forward to the COP-27 for a just transition to net-zero, which could lead 

to a sustainable future for the youth.

Pillar 1
Youth building sustainable livelihoods

and a dignified life in rural areas;

Pillar 2 
Youth leading the way towards

a more peaceful and sustainable world;

ILC Asia Youth Fellowship Report 2021-2022 ILC Asia Youth Fellowship Report 2021-202218 19

https://www.globallandforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Declaration-GLFY-EN_web.pdf
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